Gun Myths

or "I know that it's got to be true, 'cause I saw it on the late, late show"

1 – Are there people so good at shooting that they can pick up another person’s gun and shoot the center out of an Ace of Spades playing card from across the room?  This trick was used in some of the old cowboy movies from the 50’s.

ANSWER:  If this ever did happen then it was an accident.  Most shooters have to get used to the “feel” of a gun in order to shoot that gun at expert level.  Guns are tools, machines that function with moving parts.  There are baseball players who prefer a certain bat or a certain glove because they have trained themselves for the feel of that bat or glove.  The same is true of motorcycles, race cars or firearms.  An expert shooter can train him or her self to get used to the feel of a new gun, but not without a lot of range time.  Plus, not all guns shoot exactly in the same place.  Two guns can come off of the assembly line one right after the other.  One will shoot dead center and the other will shoot slightly off.  That's why adjustable sights are so nice.   AND, people hold guns differently from each other.  The hold also affects where the bullets hit.
2 – Are some gun calibers more accurate than others?

ANSWER:  Yes and no.   Take a firearm and ammunition manufactured to the utmost of precision.   That ammo shot out of that gun is going to be extremely accurate.  No matter what the caliber.  Years ago a test was made with the 9MM handgun cartridge.  It had been noted that the 9MM was not as accurate as the .45 ACP (45 auto).  So, a team from Rifle magazine built a heavy barreled 9MM rifle.  This rifle was manufactured with the utmost of precision.  It shot one hole groups at 100 yards.  

The problem, it seems, with the 9MM is that there are many standards for the 9MM across the world.  There is the standard for 9MM NATO.  A different standard for 9MM European non-military.  Another for 9MM American non-military.  All of these standards may deviate in size by very small amounts.  This has forced gunmakers to cut their 9MM handgun chambers with enough tolerance to handle any ammo made anywhere in the world.  Modern computer gun manufacturing has improved this problem over the past few years but what a mess.

As for rifle cartridges, it has been pretty much proven that short, fat calibers seem to dominate the precision benchrest competitions of the world.  The reason for this is that short, fat cartridges allow for a more uniform ignition of gunpowder from the primer spark.  Short, fat cartridges have less room inside their case so their gunpowder is stacked more uniformly than in long, thin shells.  In the longer shells the gunpowder inside the cartridges can be spread out along the entire length of the shell case or packed more towards either end.  Precision comes from movements made exactly the same over and over again.  It’s like making the exact same moves when throwing a baseball or a bowling ball.

3 - Are handguns manufactured in the 1930's better than those made today?

ANSWER:  Again, it's yes and no.  Some Colts and Smith & Wesson handguns from the 1930's to the 1950's were made with tender loving care.  These guns are slick and quick to use.  A finely tuned machine.  HOWEVER, the cutting tolerances of the past can't hold a candle to today's standards.  A gun machined by a skilled craftsman can be wonderful.  but it may also have problems because of a thousandth of an inch here and a 500th of an inch there.  Just about all firearms today are cut by finely tuned computers.  Every part is next to perfect.  It's harder to buy a lemon today than in the past.

4 - Yeah, but what about today's hard trigger pulls?

ANSWER:  Precision, light trigger pulls from the past could be obtained from the factory.  Forget about that today.  Firearms today come with a set "lawyer" standard for trigger pulls.  This is not necessarily a bad thing.  It keeps the gun manufacturers protected from frivolous and malicious law suits.  It also helps those who are new to shooting.   You don't step into a Formula 1 race car when you're just learning to drive.  Once you've learned how to correctly handle a firearm then you can find a good gunsmith to "fix" your trigger.  Remember, the smartest good shooters all have ten toes.

5 - Older reloading manuals allow for hotter loads than today's manuals.  

      Is this more lawyer stuff?

ANSWER:  Kinda.  But the real truth is that modern computer technology has taken the guess work out of ballistics.  Today's reloading manuals will tell you the real truth.  Some of this real truth conflicts with beliefs of 20 to 40 years ago. The real old reloading manuals were off by one or two or ten percent.  Use reloading data from modern reloading manuals.  Anything from the past 10 years should still be good.

6 - Is it true that a flattened primer on a fired shell indicates that the round was loaded too hot?

ANSWER:  Some writers have said that is not necessarily so.  However, you won't find me shooting a lot of loads that flatten primers.  If you're going after cape buffalo then get a bigger gun.  Any primer that starts to flow out of it's pocket pretty much indicates a load that is too hot.  If your load is so hot that it causes the primer to fall out of the fired shell on it's own then buy a new reloading manual or new glasses.  If you're shooting loads like these please look to see if I'm on the table next to you.  All I need is a few seconds warning to take cover behind your car.

7 - Is it true that the 9MM is more powerful than the .38 special or 357 magnum?

ANSWER:  You're new, aren't you?  O.K., here goes...some 9MM loads are more powerful than some .38 spl loads.  I'd be hard pressed to believe that of most 357 magnum loads.  When using light weight bullets you might find some similarities between some hot 9's and the 357.  However, the 357 can use much heavier bullets than the 9MM…and launch those bullets with much greater resolve.  When it comes to reloaded ammo…the .38 spl can leave the 9MM in the dirt for the same reason that the 357 can out distance the 9.  The 357 was created by taking a .38 spl and stretching it 1/10 of an inch and dumping in more gunpowder.  The 9 can be loaded a lot hotter than store bought loads.  HOWEVER, to do so safely needs the help of a good gunsmith to make sure that the chamber is properly supported.  Why spend the money?  If you want a .357 then buy a .357.  If you want a .357 in semi-auto then buy a .38 Super.

8 - Do I need different rifles for different North American game?

ANSWER:  Depends.  Most North American game can be taken with anything between a .243 and a 30-06.  In fact, most African game is taken with these calibers.  If you're after an antelope at 250 yards then you need a caliber that will go the distance.  Something like the 7MM Magnum, 7MM STW or 300 Win Mag…or most anything Weatherby.  If you are going after dangerous game then you want a round that not only kills but keeps the animal from killing you before it dies.  This means 8MM Rem Mag on up.  Big rifles are fun.  Most south Texas game is small. You don't need a 4 wheel drive F-350 dual cab to deliver flowers across town.  But man the drive is fun!

9 - Is it true that if you may not shoot a burglar outside your house?  That the burglar has to be inside the house?  So, if he falls outside through a window or an open door then you have to drag the body back inside to make the shooting legal?

ANSWER:  Some law officers in different parts of the country have actually told citizens to do this.  DO NOT do this here in the Valley.  We have too many bad guys and drug dealers doing too many bad things.  It's too hard for the police to keep track of everything and everyone.  Your best defense in a defensive shooting is your credibility.   I believe that if the police see you as a victim then they will do what they can to help you.  I also believe that if the police see you as "dirty" then they may not try to help you.  It does not help your case if the very first thing that you tell the police after a defensive shooting is an obvious lie.  And it will be obvious.   Don't mess with evidence.  They will find out.  Then you become a suspect.

10 - Isn't it true that if you shoot a bad guy in a defensive situation that your biggest danger then becomes retribution from the bad guy's friends?

ANSWER:  Not always.  The truth is that defensive shootings are low down dirty sneaky things.  First, you have to survive the shooting.  Then you have to survive the aftermath.

No matter how bad the "bad guy", chances are that his family will sue you for wrongful death.  "He was a good boy…just misunderstood."  You will most likely be exonerated.  You will most likely also spend $20,000 to $40,000 in legal fees.  You will most likely also get to read all about the incident in a newspaper story that has an amazing lack of facts.  You will also most likely come out the other side with a bitter attitude that society favors the bad guy and wants to clobber you.

Best case scenario: When you see a bad situation coming…don't go there.

11 - Isn't it true that people go into a depression after having to harm or kill another human being?

ANSWER:  No.  Some might…but not everyone.  In most cases the person who survives a gunfight ends up feeling elated.  After the initial shock they feel wonderful.  Then they get depressed.  The reason…they think that they are a terrible person for feeling so good about harming another human being.  Wrong interpretation.  They are not feeling good about hurting another person.  They are feeling good about still being alive.  Down deep inside they feel that they could have been killed.  Then they get hit by media reports that don't tell the whole story.  Family and friends all chime in and it gets to be a big circus.  Everyone who has no idea what the survivor has gone through ends up causing a higher level of stress and confusion in the life of the survivor.  Pop culture from movies and TV shows is fun.  It just doesn't apply to real life.

12 - Speaking of movies and TV shows…what happens to all of the dead bodies from those action films?

ANSWER:  When the camera stops rolling, they get up, have dinner and go home.

